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he was just suited to them. He had a profession, too, painting,
but he found it easier to make money in other ways—carrying
letters for intriguers, forging signatures, perhaps even com-
passing an assassination; fat and greasy, he looked simply
heavy and stupid, but he was really shrewd and sly. Cheating
at cards and forging bequests might pass unnoticed for a long
time; robbing and poniarding, however, even on the darkest
nights, is a dangerous game. Giuseppe felt the eyes of the
police upon him, vanished from Palermo, and began the tour
of Europe. This was, apparently, in 1769, the year in which
Bonaparte, Castlereagh, and Metternich were born.
From Palermo Giuseppe found means to cross the Strait
of Messina, attaching himself to a quack who called himself
a Greek, Althotas, who seems to have specialized in making
hemp look like silk. They drifted through Calabria, and were
lost to sight in the great sink of Naples. Next he turned up
in Rome, which had an easy-going regime under the Pope, so
long as blasphemy and politics were avoided. Giuseppe lodged
in an inn near the Corso, and sold his pen-and-ink drawings,
which he called etchings and engravings. He made the acquaint-
ance of a good-looking Roman girl, called Lorenza, daughter
of a craftsman, a girdle-maker, and married her. For a time
he and his wife lived in the father's house, for Giuseppe always
managed to sponge upon somebody. The girdle-maker could
not keep his daughter and son-in-law for ever; they had to
go out into the great world, and start living on their wits.
Lorenza and he kept together all their life—at least, all their
active career. They must have been attached to each other
by some sort of sentiment, though at best they seem only to
have been comrades in roguery.
Taking the name of Count Cagliostro, and donning the
uniform of a Prussian colonel, Giuseppe fared forth from Rome
with his handsome and complaisant wife. Inevitably they
worked upward to Venice, where anybody could make some
money among the crowds of visitors spending freely, carelessly,
blindly, at the Carnival. He was now established in his pro-
fession of parasite and minor scourge of society, ably assisted

